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PPPrrr eeefff aaaccceee   
***  

ECICOG REGION COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 

 

The ECICOG Regional Development District (ECICOG-EDD) is designated as an 

Economic Development District by the Economic Development Administration (EDA), 

U.S. Department of Commerce.  This plan was created to comply with the statutory 

requirement (13 CFR, Chapter III, Section 304.1-b) that the designated areas maintain a 

currently approved Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).  

 

The ECICOG Region, consisting of the following six counties: Benton, Iowa, Johnson, 

Jones, Linn and Washington, is located in east-central Iowa. The ECICOG Region 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies Plan was a cooperative effort 

between the East Central Iowa Council of Governments and the ECICOG Region 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies Plan Committee.  Input was also 

solicited from economic development groups with ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÌÕÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯ

economic development issues were represented. 

 

The ECICOG Region Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies Plan outlines 

the area and its economy through background information and an evaluation of this 

information.   The goals section outlines what the committee intends to accomplish as a 

result of this plan.  The goals were derived from input received from economic 

development organizations and local governments in this Region.  Development 

strategies and an implementation plan are also outlined.    

 

This plan will serve as a coordinated guide for economic development and planning in 

the ECICOG Region.  The goals and strategies outlined in this plan will aid counties 

and cities in implementing economic development st rategies within their respective 

counties or cities.  This document will also serve as a reference for elected officials of the 

counties and cities in this region in their quest to sustain and improve common unities.  

 

Approval of the annual CEDS report conÛÐÕÜÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÌÈɀÚɯÌÓÐÎÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÍÖÙɯ$# ɯÍÐÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ

assistance.  This report is a five-year rewrite that includes local input on major issues 

impacting communities in the region. The intent here is to evaluate and describe 

ÊÏÈÕÎÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÌÈɀÚɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàȮɯÜ×ËÈÛÌ development goals, strategies, and strategy 

implementation, as required by EDA. The CEDS Committee, which included 

professionals from a wide and varied field, performed a key role in the identification of 

program strategies for the region. 
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A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE ECICOG REGION  

COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY  

 

WHEREAS , the East Central Iowa Council of Governments (ECICOG) is the regional 

planning agency serving Counties including Benton, Iowa, Johnson, Jones, Linn and 

Washington, and 

 

WHEREAS , ECICOG has been designated as an Economic Development District by the 

Department of Commerce ɬ Economic Development Administration, and  

 

WHEREAS , ECICOG has prepared a new Community Economic Development Strategy 

(CEDS) for the entire region, and 

 

WHEREAS, the newly created ECICOG Region Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy (CEDS) document will serve as a coordinated guide for 

continuous economic development and planning throughout the ECICOG Region,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the ECICOG Board of Directors does 

hereby declare its support for ECICOG region as an Economic Development District by 

approving the new ECICOG Region Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

(CEDS) document. 

 

Passed and approved this _________ day of ______________________, 2007 

 

 

 

Signed: ______________________________ 

             Chair, Board of Directors 

 

 

 

Attest: ______________________________ 
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Section 1  
 

ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT 
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1.1   COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY COMMITTEE  

 

The following lists the CEDS committee by name, city or county represented, date 

appointed, elected office, employment (if any), and economic interest: 

 

1. Private Sector Representatives  

Name County  Date 

Appointed  

Elected  

Office  

Employment  Economic 

Interest  

Jim 

Magdefrau  
Benton November 

2006 
 Newspapers 

of Benton 

County  

Business/Service 

Industry  

Mitch Jeske Iowa  November 

2006 
 AEGON  Business/Service 

Industry  

Sally 

Stutsman 
Johnson November 

2006 
County 

Supervisor 
Stutsman 

Trucking  
Business/Service 

Industry  

David 

Vermedahl  
Benton November 

2006 
County 

Supervisor 
Three Rivers 

Insurance 
Business/Service 

Industry  

Allen Witt  Linn  November  

2006 
 Hall & Hall 

Engineering 
Business/Service 

Industry  

Larry 

Wilson  
Johnson November 

2006 
  Planning/ 

Consultant  

 

 

2. Representatives of other Economic Interests  

Name County  Date 

Appointed  

Elected  

Office  

Employment  Economic 

Interest  

Carl 

Schumacher 
Iowa  November 

2006 
 City 

Administrator  
Government  

Jennifer 

Fischer 
Jones November 

2006 
 Jones County 

Economic 

Development 

Group  

Business/Tourism 

Linda 

Langston 
Linn  November 

2006 
Supervisor Linn County  Human Services 

Ed Raber Washington  November 

2006 
 Washington 

County 

Economic 

Development  

Business/Tourism 

Ranae 

Tharpe 
Benton November 

2006 
 Benton County 

Economic 

Development  

Business/ Tourism 
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Anamosa Development Corp.  

Benton Development Group  

City of Cedar Rapids Economic Development Task Force  

Iowa City Area Development Group (ICAD)  

Medco, Priori ty One (Cedar Rapids) 

Victor Community Development Association  

Vinton Unlimited  

Washington Economic Development Group  
 

1.2   HISTORICAL ASSESSMENT OF PAST DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS 

 

Economic development on a region-wide basis is still a relatively new concept in the six 

county ECICOG region.  However, individual cities have maintained economic 

development organizations.  Some of the most active organizations across the ECICOG 

region include:  

 

There are also many other organizations in the region such as, Kiwanis Clubs, 

Community Clubs, American Legion & Auxiliaries, Lions Clubs, Chambers of 

"ÖÔÔÌÙÊÌȮɯÌÛÊȭȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÔÜÓÛÐÍÈÊÌÛÌËɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛÐÌÚȭ 

 

These organizations are involved in a variety of economic development efforts as well, 

including the maintenance of industrial parks, recruitment of new industries, and the 

promotion of economic opportunities to existing business and industry.  

 

Historically, the biggest industry in the ECICOG Region has been agriculture.  

However, professional jobs, largely in manufacturing, have become an increasing part 

of the regional economy.  Service industries account for a large portion of the labor 

force as well.  

 

3ÏÜÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÌÍÍÖÙÛÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯÍÖÊus on creating jobs 

by expanding business and industry.  The counties and cities within the region will 

need to coordinate their efforts to ensure the best economic growth for the region.  A 

first step in this process was the development of the Region 10 Comprehensive 

Economic Development Strategies Plan. This and future updates should reflect any shift 

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕȭ 
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Section 2  
 

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION  
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2.1   REGIONAL  BACKGROUND 

 

The region is located in east-central Iowa and is designated by the Iowa Legislature as 

State Planning Area 10. The region consists of six contiguous counties: Benton, Iowa, 

Johnson, Jones, Linn, and Washington, which are served by the East Central Iowa 

Council of Governments (ECICOG) planning agency. Any reference throughout this 

plan to the ECICOG Region is in regards to these counties.   

 

 

The region has a land area of 

2,419,110.4 acres, or 3,779.86 

square miles and has a projected 

2006 population of 405,027, up 

5.3% from 384,577 in 2000.  The 

counties of Johnson and Linn have 

zoning ordinances, while Jones 

and Benton have agricultural 

preservation ordinances.  The 

Counties of Iowa and Washington 

currently do not have zoning.  

Most cities wi thin each county 

have zoning ordinances.  

  

 

The ECICOG region contains a mix of urban and rural counties, and thus the 

communities served by ECICOG face unique and different challenges.   Both Johnson 

and Linn Counties are considered urban and contain metropolitan statistical areas as 

defined by the US Census.  These two counties are unique in the region because of the 

substantial and consistent population growth since 1900.  According to the 2000 census, 

Johnson County had a population approximately 4.5 t imes that of its 1900 population, 

and Linn County was approximately 3.5 times its 1900 population.  In contrast, Benton, 

Jones and Washington Counties have experienced no population growth, while Iowa 

"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɯËÌÊÓÐÕÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÍÙÈÔÌȭɯɯ3hese population changes reflect 

a trend taking place across Iowa; population has generally moved toward cities, 

creating growth in urban areas and decline in areas that are largely rural in nature.   

Thus, the services provided by ECICOG vary by area and are tailored so suite the 

individual needs of each community.  
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2.2   LAND USE AND PHYSICAL FEATURES 
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Benton County Quick Facts:  

 

 Area:  ɬ    Land: 716 sq mi (1,861 sq km) 

ɬ Water: 2 sq mi (5 sq km) 

 Seat:  Vinton 

 Percentage of land farmed in 2006:  86.6%  (86.9% in 2005) 

 Number of farms in 2006:  1,150  (1,160 in 2005) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        Image Source: www.bentoncountyiowa.com/towns/shellsburg.html 

Benton County  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benton County Crop Production  

Crop Acres 

Harvested 

Production  

Corn For 

Grain  

179900 acres 30,835,000 bushels 

Corn For 

Silage 

2200 acres 43,600 tons 

Soybeans 
160100 acres 8,422,500 bushels 

Hay Alfalfa 

(Dry)  

11300 acres 48,000 tons 
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The County is on a loess-covered glacial till plain.  The soils in the dominantly gently 

sloping and moderately sloping areas formed in loess and till under prairie vegetation.  

Two major drainage systems, the Iowa River and the Cedar River, receive runoff.  The 

Cedar River and its tributaries drain nearly 90 percent of the county.  Prairie Cre ek, a 

major tributary of the Cedar River, drains much of the southern part of the county.  The 

Iowa River, which flows across the southwest corner, drains about 10 percent of the 

county.  The highest areas in the county are located in Polk and Jackson townships and 

are 1,050 feet to 1,100 feet above sea level.  The lowest areas are on bottom land along 

the Cedar River at the Benton-Linn County line and on the Iowa River bottom.  The 

elevation of these areas is 700 feet to 750 feet above sea level. 

 

 
 

The county manages growth and preserves productive agricultural land through the 

Ɂ ÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯ+ÈÕËɯ/ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯ.ÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌȭɂɯɯ2ÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÈÔÌÕËÔÌÕÛÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÖÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌȮɯ

including a change in the permit fee structure, were adopted in 1994.  Otherwise, the 

ordinance remains as it was originally adopted in 1985.  The agricultural land 

preservation ordinance is similar to zoning in most respects.  The major difference is 
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Iowa County Quick Facts:  

 

 Area:  ɬ     Land: 586 sq mi (1,521 sq km) 

ɬ Water: 1 sq mi (2 sq km) 

 Seat:  Marengo 

 Percentage of land farmed in 2006:  90.1%  (90.3% in 2005) 

 Number of farms in 2006:   1,010  (1,010 in 2005) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

         Image Source: www.co.iowa.ia.us/conservation_board.htm 

that the county is zoned entirely agricultural.  Any other type of development in the 

unincorporated a reas requires a variance or special permit. 

 

Iowa County  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iowa County Crop Production  
 

Crop Acres 

Harvested 

Production  

Corn For 

Grain  

110,500 acres 19,680,000 bushels 

Corn For 

Silage 

900 acres 17,500 tons 

Oats 
1,350 acres 107,200 bushels 

Soybeans 
88,000 acres 4,600,000 bushels 

Hay Alfalfa 

(Dry)  

15,200 acres 61,300 tons 

Hay All 

(Dry)  

20,100 acres 70,000 tons 
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Iowa County is a gently rolling to steep upland plain, with many  rivers and streams.  

The area north of the Iowa River is characterized by deep valleys and ravines that have 

steep slopes.  Small streams extend back into the upland.  The bottom lands along the 

Iowa River are nearly level.  Hills on either side of the fl ood plain rise from 100 to 200 

feet above the river.   

 

 
 

Streams and drainageways have dissected most all parts of the county.  The Iowa River 

extends from west to east through the northern part.  Honey Creek, Big Bear Creek, and 

Little Bear Creek are the main tributaries flowing into the Iowa River from the south.  

Price Creek is the main tributary from the north.  From Conroy eastward, the area is 

drained by Clear Creek, while the southern part of the county is drained by the English 

River and its tribu taries.    
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Johnson County Quick Facts:  

 

 Area:  ɬ     Land: 623 sq mi (1,614 sq km) 

ɬ Water: 9 sq mi (23 sq km) 

 Seat:  Iowa City  

 Percentage of land farmed in 2006:  75.6%  (76.2% in 2005) 

 Number of farms in 2006:   1,220  (1,230 in 2005) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                   Photo: Sue Hershberger 

 

Johnson County  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnson County Crop Production  

Crop Acres 

Harvested 

Production  

Wheat 

Winter All  

800 acres 59,000 bushels 

Wheat All  
800 acres 59,000 bushels 

Corn For 

Grain  

101500 acres 17,436,000 bushels 

Corn For 

Silage 

1200 acres 23,600 tons 

Soybeans 
84500 acres 4,124,500 bushels 

Hay Alfalfa 

(Dry)  

18600 acres 81,700 tons 



CCOOMM PPRREEHH EENN SSIIVVEE  EECCOONN OOMM IICC  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMM EENN TT  SSTTRRAA TTEEGGYY  

12 | P a g e 

EEAA SSTT  CCEENN TTRRAA LL  IIOOWWAA   CCOOUUNN CCIILL  OOFF  GGOOVVEERRNN MM EENN TTSS  

The county is located in the Mid -Western Upland Plains of the Central Lowlands. It is 

drained by two rivers that carry drainag e water south-eastward toward the Mississippi 

River. The Iowa River is the principal watercourse; together with its tributaries, the 

Iowa River drains 95 percent of the county. The other major watercourse in Johnson 

County is the Cedar River. With its trib utaries, the Cedar River drains the northeastern 

corner of the county. 

 

The topography of the county is characterized by a generally rolling land surface. The 

greatest relief occurs in areas adjacent to the major watercourses. There are areas in the 

county that have a dominantly level landscape, but they are not extensive and are 

considered prime agricultural land. The highest altitude, about 900 feet, is in the 

northwestern corner of the county. The lowest altitude, about 615 feet, is in the 

southeastern part of the county where the Iowa River crosses the county border. 

 
 

The original vegetation of Johnson County consisted of a mixture of forests and prairie.  

,ÜÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÙÌÔÈÐÕÐÕÎɯÍÖÙÌÚÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÍÌËÌÙÈÓÓàɯÖÞÕÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ4ȭ2ȭɯ ÙÔàɯ"ÖÙ×ÚɯÖÍɯ

Engineers and leased to the IDNR.  Some wooded areas remain near the Coralville 
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Jones County Quick Facts 

 

 Area:  ɬ     Land: 577 sq mi (1,490 sq km) 

ɬ Water: 1 sq mi (2 sq km) 

 Seat:  Anamosa 

 Percentage of land farmed in 2006:  84.1%  (84.3% in 2005) 

 Number of farms  in 2006:  1,010  (1,010 in 2005) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Photo: Jones County Historical Preservation Commission 

 

Reservoir and Lake MacBride in the north central part of the county, while smaller, 

forested areas are found near streams and in areas where cultivation is difficult or 

undesirable because of potentially serious erosion.  Because these wooded areas in the 

northern part of the county are not suitable for farming, they have been largely 

contained within the residential growth area known as the North Corridor.  Thus, as 

growth continues, these remaining woodlands will become more fragmented and the 

risk of soil erosion and waterway pollution will increase.   

 

Jones County  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jones County Crop Production  

Crop Acres 

Harvested 

Production  

Corn For 

Grain  

137500 acres 24,126,000 bushels 

Corn For 

Silage 

1900 acres 33,300 tons 

Soybeans 
77900 acres 4,084,500 bushels 

Hay Alfalfa 

(Dry)  

16100 acres 74,700 tons 
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One of the most important natural resources in Jones County is soil.  The value of soil as 

a factor in land use development is becoming more widely recognized.  Soil analysis 

can reveal important factors relative to the potential of lands for residential, industrial, 

and recreational uses. 

 

The soils of Jones County are grouped into four classes based on origin and location: 

ËÙÐÍÛȮɯÓÖÌÚÚȮɯÛÌÙÙÈÊÌȮɯÈÕËɯÚÞÈÔ×ɯÈÕËɯÉÖÛÛÖÔÓÈÕËɯÚÖÐÓÚȭɯɯ&ÌÕÌÙÈÓÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÚÖÐÓÚɯÏÈÝÌɯ

only slight to moderate limitations for agricultural use, while having generally 

moderate, severe, or very severe limitations for other uses such as septic tanks, highway 

construction, recreational or cottage uses.  Before developing any area in Jones County, 

a detailed soil survey is a precursor for determining the ideal use of a parcel of land.  

 

 
 

 

Much of Jones County is typified by rolling hills and rive r valleys. Almost all of Jones 

"ÖÜÕÛàɯ ÓÐÌÚɯ ÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ ƛƙƔɯ ÈÕËɯƕƔƙƔɯ ÍÌÌÛɯÈÉÖÝÌɯ ÚÌÈɯ ÓÌÝÌÓȭɯ ɯ ,ÖÚÛɯ ÖÍɯ )ÖÕÌÚɯ "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ

municipal water comes from two dominant rivers in the area: the Maquoketa and the 
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Wapsipinicon.  The Wapsipinicon River runs from the northwest co rner along an east 

ÉàɯÚÖÜÛÏÌÈÚÛÌÙÓàɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ×ÈÚÚÌÚɯÔÈÕàɯÖÍɯ)ÖÕÌÚɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÚÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯÛÖÞÕÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯ

Anamosa, Olin, and Oxford Junction.  The Maquoketa River runs in the same direction 

but enters from the northwestern portion of the county before headin g toward 

Monticello and southeast towards Canton.  These river valleys greatly affect the surface 

relief of Jones County.  The river valleys lie between 700 and 800 feet above sea level 

throughout the county.  The Northern Fork of the Maquoketa River also passes through 

the northeast corner of the county and provides added variation in the topography in 

that area.   

 

Through much of the central and northwestern areas of the county, in between the 

rivers, rolling hills often peak at over 1,000 to 1,050 feet above sea level.  In contrast, 

much of the eastern and southern portions of the county are at lower levels, roughly 800 

to 850 feet above sea level.  Though the gradual rolling hills remain a constant through 

nearly all of Jones County, the southern quarter does offer more flat areas at lower 

ground levels, especially along the Wapsipinicon River.  In addition to the major bodies 

of water, Jones County has many tributaries and creeks that further define its 

topography.  The county generally slopes down towa rd the east and south.  This is due 

ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÌÍÍÌÊÛɯÛÏÌɯ,ÐÚÚÐÚÚÐ××Ðɯ1ÐÝÌÙɯÏÈÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÐÙÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÛÖ×ÖÎÙÈ×Ïàȭ 

 

%ÓÖÖËɯ×ÙÖÕÌɯÈÙÌÈÚɯÐÕɯ)ÖÕÌÚɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÈÓÓɯÈÙÌÈÚɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÙÐÝÌÙÚȭɯɯ,ÖÕÛÐÊÌÓÓÖɀÚɯ

eastern edge, bordered by the Maquoketa River and one of its tributaries, is a potential 

ÍÓÖÖËɯÈÙÌÈȭɯɯ ÕÈÔÖÚÈɀÚɯÚÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯÈÕËɯÞÌÚÛÌÙÕɯÌËÎÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÉÖÙËÌÙÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ6È×ÚÐ×ÐÕÐÊÖÕɯ

River and Buffalo Creek, which are also prone to flood.  The eastern portion of the 

Wapsipinicon River also affects many flatlands where fl ooding may spread over wide 

areas.   
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Linn County Quick Facts:  

 

 Area:  ɬ     Land: 725 sq mi (1,878 sq km) 

ɬ Water: 7 sq mi (18 sq km) 

 Seat:  Cedar Rapids 

 Percentage of land farmed in 2006:  75.6%  (75.9% in 2005) 

 Number of farms in 2006:   1,420 (1,420 in 2005) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                  Photo: Linn County Conservation 

Linn County  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linn County Crop Production  

Crop Acres 

Harvested 

Production  

Corn For 

Grain  

136100 acres 23,976,000 bushel 

Corn For 

Silage 

1700 acres 33,100 tons 

Soybeans 
115300 acres 5,699,500 bushel 

Hay Alfalfa 

(Dry)  

14600 acres 50,600 tons 



CCOOMM PPRREEHH EENN SSIIVVEE  EECCOONN OOMM IICC  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMM EENN TT  SSTTRRAA TTEEGGYY  

17 | P a g e 

EEAA SSTT  CCEENN TTRRAA LL  IIOOWWAA   CCOOUUNN CCIILL  OOFF  GGOOVVEERRNN MM EENN TTSS  

 

 

Surface water throughout the county drains to four major drainage areas.  Surface water 

in the southwestern part of the county drains to the Iowa River.  The vast majority of 

surface water in the county drains to the Cedar River.  Its drainage area cuts a swath 

from northwest to southeast.  Its boundaries are from east of Walker, southeast to U.S. 

'ÐÎÏÞÈàɯƕƙƕɀÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÚÛÌÙÕɯÓÐÕÌɯÖÍɯ+ÐÕÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯÈÕËɯÍÙÖÔɯ)ÜÚÛɯÕÖÙth of 

6ÈÓÍÖÙËɯÛÖɯ(ÖÞÈɯ'ÐÎÏÞÈàɯƕɀÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯ+ÐÕÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÚÖÜÛÏɯÉÖÜÕËÈÙàȭɯɯ2ÜÙÍÈÊÌɯ

water in northeastern Linn County is drained by the Wapsipinicon and Maquoketa 

Rivers. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Over 69 percent of the soils in Linn County are from Iowan drift.  Miss issippi loess soils 

are second in extent and cover 18 percent of the county.  Terrace soils compose 6.4 
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percent of the county and bottom land soils cover 5.9 percent of the county.  Drift soils 

contain materials deposited by retreating glaciers including c lays, sand, pebbles, and 

boulders.  Loess soils developed on fine, dust like deposits that were carried by winds 

between the Iowan and Wisconsin glacial stages.  Terrace soils developed on old bottom 

lands resulting from a decrease in water volume or a deepening of channels.  Finally, 

bottom land soils are in low lying areas that are poorly drained and frequently flood.   

 

The topography of the county is composed of predominantly gently rolling hills.  

Higher areas are located in the north with lower areas in the south.  The entire county 

slopes generally down to the southeast.  Hills and ridges are prevalent along the Cedar 

River valley in the northern part of the county and along the Wapsipinicon.  

Agricultural and urban development is difficult in these a reas because of the rugged 

topography, numerous tree stands, and forested areas. 

 

Land use decisions in the county are governed by the Land Use Policy Plan for Linn 

County.   This policy plan provides two maps which delineate where land uses should 

be allowed in the metropolitan and rural areas of the county.  Further, the policy plan 

provides a text which outlines the factors to be considered in making land use 

decisions.  The policy plan is regional in scope and maintained and updated by staff of 

the Linn  County Regional Planning Commission with input and approval from all 

participating jurisdictions.   

 

The plan distinguishes between general land use policies that apply to various uses, 

and policies that apply to specific land use classifications.  The General Land Use 

Policies section includes policy statements for expansion; annexation; redevelopment; 

in-fill; utilities and facilities; density; water; historic/architectural/cultural; street 

frontage; transportation; energy conservation; pollution; buffer s; corn suitability rating 

(CSR); critical areas; and conditional uses. 

 

Specific policies are listed by classification for residential; office; commercial; warehouse 

and wholesaling; industrial and manufacturing; public and semi -public; park and open 

space; and agricultural land uses. 
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Washington County Quick Facts:  

 

 Area:  ɬ    Land: 571 sq mi (1,478 sq km) 

ɬ Water: 2 sq mi (5 sq km) 

 Seat:  Washington 

 Percentage of land farmed in 2006:  90.8%  (91.2% in 2005) 

 Number of farms in 2006:   1,160 (1,170 in 2005) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                 Image Source: www.barnquiltsiowa.com 

Washington County  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington County  

Crop Acres 

Harvested 

Production  

Corn For 

Grain  

109900 acres 20,270,000 bushel 

Corn For 

Silage 

1100 acres 22,500 tons 

Soybeans 
95000 acres 4,675,000 bushel 

Hay Alfal fa 

(Dry)  

10900 acres 47,700 tons 
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The land in Washington County varies from gently rolling to rolling and is hilly along 

large streams.  Between the Skunk and English Rivers lie broad level areas.  The English 

River flows from w est to east along the northern part of the county.  The Skunk River 

runs through the southwest corner of the county from the northwest to the southeast.  

 

The soil is rich in organic matter and is some of the best to be found in Iowa.  The dark 

color of the soil in Washington County is caused by the presence of coal.  The quality of 

the coal is poor and was rarely over two to three feet thick. 

 
 

 

The Iowa River along the northeast corner of the county has wooded areas with many 

high bluffs.  The average elevation is 700 feet above sea level.  The highest point has an 

elevation of 750 feet and is in the northwest corner, and the lowest point is in the 

southeast corner, 660 feet above sea level.   
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2.3   TRANSPORTATION  

 

 

 

 

 

3ÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÏÐÎÏÞÈàɯÐÕÍÙÈstructure is one that has continued great potential for 

economic development.  Each county within the region has a major highway that 

traverses through it.  Interstate 80 in Johnson and Iowa Counties, Interstate 

380/Highway 218 in Linn, Benton, Johnson and Washington Counties, Highway 151 

through Jones County and Highway 30 in Benton and Linn Counties.  These interstates 

and highways, along with other major highways within the region will serve to attract 

business, industry, residents, tourism and attractio n, ultimately continuing economic 

development. 

 

Each county offers an airport of small to mid -size, and some have made recent 

improvements to accommodate new and existing business and industry.   There are 
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several local general aviation airports throughout the region. Each assists the local 

economy by attracting business and industry to the respective local governments. 

However, each local airport is constrained by shrinking revenue, higher maintenance 

costs and the uncertain economic outlook. 

 

Existing and new rail sites are of great importance in our region as industry looks to 

expand and relocate.    These existing, non-utilized rail lines are also being transformed 

into trail systems, some on a multi -regional level, further adding to the quality of life f or 

the state.  Discussions are also being held in regards to a future commuter rail system, 

developing an existing rail line between Iowa City and Cedar Rapids.   
 

  An interstate interchange on I-380 in Cedar Rapids (Linn County) 
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Benton County  

 

A significant change affecting transportation 

in Benton County was the completion of 

improvements to U.S. Highways 30 and 218 

from the Linn County line west to Iowa 

Highway 201.  These improvements 

converted Highways 30 and 218 from two 

lanes to a four-lane expressway.  In June 1997, 

the Iowa Department of Transportation 

(IDOT) Commission approved funding for 

the further expansion of Highways 30 and 218 

from two to four lanes.  These improvements 

will take place from Iowa Highway 201 west 

to where U.S. 30 and 218 divide and U.S. 218 

heads north to Vinton.  

 

One rail line has been abandoned in the last five years.  The Iowa Northern Railroad 

(INR) operated a spur from Vinton west through Garrison and on to Dysart.  Since its 

abandonment, the right -of-way has been examined as a potential trail.  The INR still 

provides service from Cedar Rapids to Waterloo via Shellsburg, Vinton, Mt. Auburn, 

and La Porte City.  The Union Pacific owns a heavily traveled line along the southern 

part of the county.  It passes through Belle Plaine, Luzerne, Blairstown, Watkins, and 

Norway frequently.  This line is also under study by Amtrak officials as a possible east -

west route across Iowa. 

 

5ÌÛÌÙÈÕɀÚɯ,ÌÔÖÙÐÈÓɯ ÐÙ×ÖÙÛɯÐÕɯ5ÐÕÛÖÕɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌÚɯÓÖÊÈÓɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȭɯɯ2ÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌÔÌÕÛÚɯ

have been made to the airport in the past five years.  A local airport is also located in 

Belle Plaine.  A new hanger was dedicated in 1994.  Commercial airline service can be 

accessed in Cedar Rapids and Waterloo. 

 

Benton County Transportation provides public transit  service on a subscriptive route 

and demand response basis.  The service is available to all persons within Benton 

County and has the capability to transport the elderly, persons with wheel chairs, and 

those with physical and mental disabilities.  Round tr ip fares for trips within Benton 

County are $2.50.  Fares for out of county trips vary according to the location of trip 

origin and destination.  

 

A major trail, the Cedar Valley Nature Trail, goes through the northeast corner of 

Benton County.  The trail w as developed on 10 miles of abandoned railway in Benton 
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County.  The entire trail is 52 miles long and connects Benton County with Black Hawk, 

Buchanan, and Linn Counties.  In the Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Plan prepared for 

the ECICOG Region ISTEA Regional Planning Affiliation, the abandoned tracks from 

Vinton to Dysart were programmed as a rural bicycle path.  The 15 mile path was 

estimated in late 1995 to cost between $855,000 and $2,625,000. 

 

Iowa County  

 
.ÕÌɯÖÍɯ(ÖÞÈɀÚɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÛÙÈÕÚ×ÖÙÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÙÖÜÛÌs is 

located in Iowa County.  Interstate 80 goes 

through the northern quarter of Iowa County 

and, allows access to the Mississippi and 

Missouri Rivers.  The interstate continues 

east and west, connecting Iowa with both the 

Atlantic and Pacific coasts.  U.S. Highway 6 

traverses the county as it travels from Des 

Moines to Davenport.  Highway 6 was the 

major highway between the two cities before 

the interstate was built.  U.S. Highway 151 

connects the Interstate with the Amana 

Colonies, and continues north to Cedar 

Rapids.  State Highway 149 begins at I-80 and 

continues south through North English.  State Highway 21 serves those who want to 

travel between Belle Plaine and Victor.  State Highway 220 links the Amana Colonies.  

State Highway 21 runs north of Victo r after leaving Interstate 80 in Poweshiek County, 

and then runs with Highway 6 for several miles before turning north.  Highway 21 

meets with State Highway 212 in northwestern Iowa County.  Highway 212 then travels 

east to Marengo. 

 

The Iowa Interstate Railroad goes from Davenport to Council Bluffs and follows U.S. 

Highway 6 through the county.  No public airport exists in Iowa County.  The nearest 

airport with complete commercial service is the Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar Rapids.  

The Eastern Iowa Airport has seven passenger carriers and three major freight carriers.  

Bus service for the entire county is provided by Iowa County Transportation located in 

Marengo.  The system provides service to the general public, elderly persons, and 

handicapped persons for a small fee.  No commercial bus line stops in Iowa County.  

The nearest stop is at the Star Inn in extreme eastern Poweshiek County. 
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Roughly 900 miles of road are maintained by the County.  Of these 900 miles, 12.2 

percent are paved.  County road personnel lay rock every three years on gravel-

surfaced roads.  Heavily traveled roads are re-surfaced annually.  Patching and 

reconstruction of concrete roads is done when needed.  The annual budget for road 

construction and maintenance is roughly $3 million annually.  

 

Johnson County  

 

Johnson County contains one of the major 

highway interchanges in the state of Iowa. 

Interstate 380 connects Waterloo and Cedar 

Rapids to Interstate 80. The interchange for 

the two interstates occurs just west of Iowa 

City near the center of the county. Interstate 

80 allows for travel and the shipment of 

goods across Iowa and the United States. 

 

U.S. Highway 218 is a north and south 

Highway that is connected to and follows I -

380 from the I-380 and I-80 interchange south 

through Johnson County. South of the 

interchange, U.S. 218 is a four lane, full 

controlled access highway into Washington County. At this point, I -380 and U.S. 218 

ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÛÏÌɯɁ ÝÌÕÜÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÈÐÕÛÚȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÍÖÜÙɯÓÈÕÌɯÏÐÎÏÞÈàɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÖÕÕÌÊÛɯ

Saint Louis, Missouri, with Saint Paul, Minnesota. This corridor may increase the 

amount of traffic through Johnson County. With the increase in traffic volume, possible 

improvements to the existing network may be needed. Steps should also be taken with 

the Iowa Department of  Transportation to maintain traffic safety along the corridor.  

 

Additional routes through the county include U.S. Highway 6 and U.S. Highway 1. 

Highway 6 is a two lane road that connects Davenport with Des Moines and was the 

major highway connecting these two cities before I-80 was completed. Highway 1 is a 

two lane road running northeast and southwest through the county.  

 

The road system in Johnson County is comprised of State, County and private roads. 

The road surface type ranges from dirt, gravel, and oil to concrete pavement. Overall, 

Johnson County maintains approximately 950 miles of roadway. Of these miles, over 

300 are paved. The County tries to re-gravel every year using approximately 50,000 tons 

of rock.  The arterial roadways in Johnson County include Highways 1, 6, 22, and 218.  
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At this time Johnson County is served by two railroads. The Cedar Rapids and Iowa 

City Railroad (CRANDIC) is a freight carrier that serves the Iowa City and Cedar 

Rapids area. The Iowa Interstate Railroad generally follows Interstate 80 and is a major 

regional carrier. The nearest passenger service is in Mount Pleasant, approximately 50 

miles south of Iowa City.  

 

Johnson County residents have access to a regional airport in Iowa City. Green Castle 

and the Iowa City Flying  Service provide local service for both passengers and small 

freight. The Eastern Iowa Airport, the largest in eastern Iowa, is located three miles 

north of Johnson County. This airport provides seven major passenger carriers and 

three major freight carrie rs. 

 

Both Iowa City and Coralville have public transit. The University of Iowa operates the 

Cambus bus system that primarily serves university students. The Cambus system, 

however, is open to the general public. Cedar Rapids Airport Transit operates a shuttle 

from Iowa City to the Eastern Iowa Airport. Johnson County residents may also take 

advantage of the commercial interurban carriers Greyhound, Burlington Trailways, and 

Jefferson Lines which all make stops in Iowa City.  

 

In addition, Johnson County SEATS transportation service provides bus service to all 

county residents as needed, including transportation to Iowa City, for a minimal fee. 

Though this service is opened to the public, it is used primarily by the elderly and the 

handicapped. Ridership for SEATS will likely increase due to the aging population in 

the county. 

 

Jones County  

 

Numerous major highways serve Jones 

County including U.S. Highway 151 (north -

south), Iowa Highways 64 (east-west), 38 

(north -south), 136 (north-south), and 1(north-

south).  Highway 151 is a four lane highway 

from Marion to a mile and a half west of the 

Jones County line.  Construction to expand 

Highway 151 to four lanes to Highway 64 

and bypass Anamosa was targeted to begin 

in 1999.  In addition, a bypass will be built 

around Cascade.   
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The Department of Transportation is also considering the construction of a bypass 

around the southeastern edge of Monticello.  Construction on this project could begin as 

early as 2000.  Commuter traffic between Dubuque, Anamosa, Monticello, and Cedar 

Rapids is a major reason why Highway 151 is likely to be upgraded.  

 

)ÖÕÌÚɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÙÖÈËÞÈàɯÚàÚÛÌÔɯÐÚɯ×ÙÌËÖÔÐÕÈÕÛÓàɯÔÈËÌɯÜ×ɯÖÍɯÎÙÈÝÌÓɯÙÖÈËÚȭɯɯ/ÈÝÌËɯ

ÙÖÈËÚɯÔÈÒÌɯÜ×ɯÓÌÚÚɯÛÏÈÕɯƕƛɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ)ÖÕÌÚɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÈÙÛÌÙÐÈÓɯÙÖÈËÞÈàÚȭɯɯ 

 

The Jones County Engineer also categorizes roads into Local Secondary Roads and 

Farm to Market Roads.  Local Secondary Roads make up all roadways used for general 

ÛÙÈÕÚ×ÖÙÛÈÛÐÖÕȭɯɯ3ÏÌàɯÊÖÔ×ÙÐÚÌɯÈ××ÙÖßÐÔÈÛÌÓàɯƚƗɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ)ÖÕÌÚɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÙÖÈËÚȭɯɯ

Farm to Market Roads are designed primarily for agriculture and business transport 

and make up most of the other 37 percent of roads in the county.  Bridges in Jones 

County number close to 240 with over 190 of them measuring at lengths over 20 feet.  

According to the county engineer, ther e is no major maintenance emphasis on any one 

portion of the county, meaning that current roadway improvements are spread 

throughout the county.  

 

The Monticello Airport is the only airport in the county.  The airport is located one -half 

mile southeast of the city.  The closest major airport is the Eastern Iowa Airport 

approximately thirty miles away.   

 

Major commercial bus lines do not make stops in Jones County.  The nearest point to 

board a commercial line is at the Ground Transportation Center in Cedar Rapids.  The 

Jones County transit system is JETS, or Jones Economy Transportation Services.  The 

system is available to all residents for a small fee, but serves primarily senior and 

disabled citizens. 

 

No railroads currently serve the county at this time.   Several lines were abandoned in 

the early 1980s.  These abandoned lines included access to Cedar Rapids via Anamosa 

and Monticello along Highway 151.  Another abandoned line ran from Cedar Rapids to 

Martelle and east across the bottom of the county to Oxford Junction before entering the 

northern edge of Clinton County.   The nearest operating railroad tracks are those of the 

Chicago and Northwestern Railroad in Cedar County.  

 

Existing bike trails in Jones County are all on shared roadways with state and county 

roads.  Monticello serves as the major hub for shared roadway bike trails.  Monticello 

connects bikers to Linn County via county roads D62 and E16.  Monticello connects 

bikers with Delaware County via Iowa Highway 38.  Cascade can be reached via U.S. 

Highway 151.  Monticello is also accessible from Scotch Grove, again on Highway 38.  
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From Scotch Grove one can bike to Onslow east on county road E17, and then south on 

Iowa Highway 136.  Onslow is connected to Wyoming, also by 136.  From Wyoming 

one can bike to Oxford Junction via county roads X75 south and E45 east.  From Oxford 

Junction, bikers can connect to Clinton County on Highway 136, and from there head to 

Cedar County on county road Y24.  Cedar County is also connected to Morley and 

Anamosa for bikers using county road X40.  From Anamosa, bikers can travel to Linn 

County via county road E28. 

 

In addition to those existing means of rural biking, a 25 mile bicycle lane between 

Anamosa and Monticello has been proposed by the Iowa Department of 

Transportation.  The lane would head north out of Anamosa along county road X31 

before turning east along E16 and going into Monticello.  This project is projected to 

cost between $2.85 and $3.55 million, dependent upon several factors, including surface 

type. 

 

A community group is working to obtain funding to convert an old rail bed to a 

bicycle/pedestrian trail.  The trail will go through the southern tier of townships.  An 

offer to purchase has been signed.  The Board of Supervisors and the County 

Conservation Commission have supported the trail.  

 

Linn County  

 

Ground transportation is available in several 

forms in Linn County.  Interstate 380 

connects the cities of Waterloo, Cedar Rapids, 

and Iowa City.  In addition, it leads to 

Interstate 80, twenty miles south of Cedar 

Rapids.  Interstate 80 provides Linn County 

residents with a link to the state capital as 

well as both the Mississippi and Missouri 

Rivers on the edges of Iowa.  From central 

Linn County, Omaha, Chicago, St. Louis, and 

Minneapolis are all withi n 300 miles.   

 

U. S. Highway 218 also provides a route from 

Cedar Rapids to Iowa City, and continues 

ÚÖÜÛÏȭɯɯ'ÐÎÏÞÈàɯƖƕƜɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÕÈÔÌËɯɁ3ÏÌɯ ÝÌÕÜÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÈÐÕÛÚɂɯÈÕËɯÞÐÓÓɯÌÝÌÕÛÜÈÓÓàɯ

become the arterial highway which connects St. Louis and St. Paul.  State Highway 13 

also runs north-south through the center of the county.  United States Highway 30 
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provides east-west access in the southern section of the county.  Federal Highway 151 

connects the southwest corner of the county to its east central border. 

 

Linn County LIFTS transportation service provides bus service to county residents for a 

minimal fee.  Although the service is open to the public, LIFTS is used primarily by the 

elderly and persons with disabilities.   

 

Intercity commercial bus service in Lin n County is provided by Greyhound Bus lines 

and Burlington Trailways.  The two stop for passengers at the Ground Transportation 

Center in downtown Cedar Rapids.  In addition, Greyhound Bus Lines stops in the 

Cities of Marion and Springville for passengers.   Charter bus service is provided by a 

number of companies, as well. 

 

The Cedar Rapids City Bus system currently provides service to Cedar Rapids, 

Hiawatha, and Marion residents.  Smaller communities in the Cedar Rapids 

metropolitan area may acquire access to Cedar Rapids City Bus services in the future.   

 

Rail freight service, including switching and piggy back services, is available in several 

cities in Linn County.  Passenger rail service, provided by Amtrak, is available in 

southern Iowa.   

 

The Linn CÖÜÕÛàɯÌÕÎÐÕÌÌÙɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÐÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯÕÌÈÙÓàɯƕȮƖƔƔɯÔÐÓÌÚɯÖÍɯÙÖÈËÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

county.  About twenty percent, or 250 miles, of these roads are paved.  Each year, 

approximately nine miles of roads are re-paved with asphalt, five miles are graded for 

paving, and several miles of subdivision surfaces are acquired for maintenance.   

 

The Eastern Iowa Airport is served by nine commercial carriers and major air cargo 

services.  They operate from a recently expanded $27 million terminal, originally 

completed in 1986.  Direct air passenger service is available to Chicago, Cincinnati, 

Minneapolis, St. Louis, Kansas City and Denver.  This airport has two fixed base 

operators providing complete aviation services and facilities to corporate and general 

aviation aircraft owners.   
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Washington County  

 

Washington County is served by a road 

network which consists of several arterials, 

collectors, and local streets for vehicular 

transportation.  Three principal arterials span 

across the county.  U.S. Highway 218 is a 

north-south route principal arterial located 

on the eastern edge of the county.  U.S. 218 

provides a connection to Iowa City and 

Cedar Rapids to the north and to Keokuk and 

St. Louis, Missouri, to the south.  The 

"Avenue of the Saints" project will replace 

existing U.S. 218 in Washington County with 

a four lane divided freeway which links the 

City of St. Louis with St. Paul, Minnesota.  

State Highway 1 is the other north-south principal arterial and is located in the central 

portion of the county.  The principa l east-west principal arterial located in the county is 

State Highway 92.  State Highway 92 is located in the central section of the county.  

Highway 22, a minor arterial, is located in the northern part of the county and serves 

the communities of Wellman,  Kalona, and Riverside. 

 

Interstate 80 is located approximately thirty miles north of Washington County and 

provides a linkage to the economic centers of Chicago, Illinois; Omaha, Nebraska; and 

Des Moines.  These metropolitan areas, as well as Kansas City, Missouri; St. Louis, 

Missouri; and Minneapolis, Minnesota, are within a three hundred miles traveling 

distance of Washington County.  

 

Passenger rail and intercity bus services are currently not available or routed through 

Washington County.  Greyhound and  Trailways provide passenger bus lines in Iowa 

City.  The City of Victor, located in neighboring Iowa County, is also a passenger bus 

stop for Greyhound bus lines.  Amtrak passenger rail service is accessible in Mount 

Pleasant which is approximately thirty  miles south of central Washington County.  The 

Soo Railroad Line provides freight service through the county and has a rail switching 

service located in the City of Washington. 

 

Air transportation is made available to the residents of Washington County at  two 

locations within the county.  The City of Washington has a four thousand feet public 

concrete runway and a private turf runway is located near the community of Wellman.  
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Commercial air service is available within a one hour drive of the county in the cities of 

Burlington, Cedar Rapids, Iowa City, and Ottumwa.  

 

Washington County Mini -Bus transportation service provides bus service to all county 

residents as needed, including transportation to Iowa City, for a minimal fee. This 

service is open to the public, including the elderly, physically disabled and even school 

aged children. Ridership for Washington County Mini -Bus will likely increase due to 

the aging population in the County.  
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2.4   COMMUTING PATTERNS 

 

The overwhelming majority of the labor -force in the ECICOG Region commutes to 

work on a daily basis.  According to the 2000 U.S. Census, 95 percent of the workers in 

ECICOG Region did not work in their resident community.   

 

U.S. Census data for 2000 indicates that there were 175,560 workers (16 years and older) 

in ECICOG Region.   

 

Table 2.1 shows the number of ECICOG Region workers and the travel time to their 

place of employment.  Approximately 63 percent of workers in ECICOG Region travel 

less than 20 minutes to their place of work, while nearly 15 percent travel more than 30 

minutes.   

 

 

Table 2.1 ɬ Travel Time to Work, ECICOG Region Workers (16 years and over)  

Travel Time to Work  ECICOG Region Workers Percentage of Total 

1 ɬ 9 Minutes 38,802 22.1% 

10 ɬ 14 Minutes 38,979 22.2% 

15 ɬ 19 Minutes 33,233 18.9% 

20 ɬ 24 Minutes 21,624 12.3% 

25 ɬ 29 Minutes 7,358 4.2% 

30 ɬ 34 Minutes 12,277 7.0% 

35 ɬ 39 Minutes 2,587 1.5% 

40 ɬ 44 Minutes 2,819 1.6% 

45 ɬ 59 Minutes 4,981 2.8% 

60 ɬ 89 Minutes 2,444 1.4% 

90 or More Minutes 1,424 0.8% 

Worked at Ho me 9,032 5.1% 
Source: 2000 U.S. Census 

 

 

 

Private automobiles are the dominant transportation mode in ECICOG Region (see 

Table 2.2).  According to the 1990 U.S. Census, 83 percent of ECICOG Region workers 

reported that they drive to work in a car, truck o r van.  Only 12 percent of that total 

reportedly carpooled to work.  Approximately 7 percent of ECICOG Region workers 

walked to work, while only 3 percent utilized public transportation.  
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Table 2.2 ɬ Means of Transportation Modes to Work, ECICOG Region  

County  Drove Alone  Carpooled Public Trans. Walked  Other* 

Benton 69.4% 14.7% 0.2% 11.4% 1.0% 

Iowa 61.8% 19.3% 0.4% 6.3% 0.2% 

Johnson 59.3% 13.2% 7.6% 13.3% 0.5% 

Jones 65.8% 12.6% 0.5% 17.2% 1.0% 

Linn  67.9% 8.7% 1.2% 3.0% 0.4% 

Washington 67.4% 16.0% 0.1% 6.2% 0.6% 

ECICOG  71.1% 12.2% 3.2% 7.1% 1.3% 
Source: 2000 U.S. Census 

*Includes bicycle, motorcycle, and any other unlisted transportation mode  
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